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HELLO EDUCATOR!
Disney Youth Education Series is pleased to be able to provide you with this assessment to gauge your students’ progress as 
they prepare for and complete their Disney Y.E.S. experience.

To encourage creative thinking, open-mindedness, and generate excitement, we suggest that you use the ideas on pages 2 - 3 
to help your students prepare for Discovering Marine Life Conservation. Upon your return to school, you might find the 
ideas on pages 4 - 5 useful to assess student learning.

These tools are sure to get your students moving in the right direction and help ensure a learning experience that is relevant, 
inspiring, and thought-provoking!

We look forward to hosting you at the Walt Disney World® Resort where iconic settings, imagination, and storytelling come 
together to create a unique learning environment and life-long memories. See you soon!
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APPLIED SCIENCES

1. Have students research the following:

• Select two species of sea turtles and create a compare/contrast poster using the following information: 

• General life history

• Species-specific adaptations 

• Geographic ranges

• Preferred habitats 

• Nesting/hatching 

• Predators and human threats

• Endangered species

• What causes animals to become endangered?

• What does it mean to be extinct? 
• Provide two examples of marine animals that have gone extinct. What are some reasons these animals went extinct?

• Trawl fishing and marine by-catch 

• Opportunistic feeders

2. Define food webs and create a poster illustrating a marine food web:

• The poster should illustrate:

• How animals are connected to each other.

• How energy is transferred throughout the web.

• How humans impact marine food webs. 
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APPLIED SCIENCES

DISCOVERING MARINE LIFE CONSERVATION 

Activity: Are you the next Ocean Star? 

• Oceanic Networks is looking for their next “Ocean Star”! Have your students create a song, jingle, or slogan about their favorite ocean animal.

• Encourage students to make the song entertaining and educational. 

• Students should consider the following and include in their songs:

• What animal did they choose and why?

• In what habitat does it live?

• What other animals share this habitat?

• Do humans have an impact on this animal or habitat?

• Provide some general information about the animal.
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APPLIED SCIENCES

DISCOVERING MARINE LIFE CONSERVATION 

At the conclusion of the Disney Youth Education Series Discovering Marine Life Conservation experience, have each student 
do the following: 

1. Explain what a Conservationist does.

2. Identify specific threats to sea turtles. 

3. Articulate the sea turtle hatching process, including challenges hatchlings sometimes encounter (both natural and those caused by humans). 

4. Define marine by-catch and explain how a Turtle Excluder Device (T.E.D.) makes trawl fishing safer for sea turtles and other marine life. 

5. Explain why scientists must have good observational skills. 

6. Articulate the importance of seagrass beds to sea turtles.

7. Define opportunistic feeders. 

8. Share things they can do right now to help sea turtles.
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APPLIED SCIENCES

DISCOVERING MARINE LIFE CONSERVATION 

Optional Class Project: 

To help illustrate the importance of being environmentally friendly to sea turtles and all animals that live in the ocean, here is a class project that demonstrates how simple 
changes in the use of plastics can have a big impact on our planet’s oceans. As a class, have students collect every plastic grocery bag their family uses in two weeks. At the end 
of two weeks, have the students bring in their bags and count the total number collected. Combine the totals to find out how many bags the entire class has used during that 
time. Lead a discussion with the students regarding what could happen to these plastic bags if they are not disposed of properly, and brainstorm ways students could reduce the 
amount of plastic bags their family uses. After discussing how students could reduce their use of plastic bags, have them collect again for another two weeks, but this time 
implementing their ideas of how to reduce their usage of plastic bags. As before, at the end of the second week of collection, have the students bring in and total their usage. 
After they have totaled, have the students compare their results to their first collection. Do the results vary? If so, decide as a class what caused the results to be different and 
what kind of impact this has on the environment. For even more information on how plastic pollution could be harmful to marine environments and ways your students can help, 
go to: http://marinedebris.noaa.gov/info/plastic.html.  

Plastic bag recycling can typically be found at local grocery stores, schools and community recycling centers. Before recycling, take a group picture of your students with the 
bags they collected and send it to WDWYESPrograms@disney.com or post it to our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/DisneyEducation. 
We would love to share your story with other student groups and inspire them to help wildlife and wild places too! To further enhance this project, you can also have the students 
create their own reusable bag! Have the students bring a bag from home or purchase a new one, then give the students creative freedom to decorate their own personal reusable 
bag. This will give the students a sense of ownership and encourage them to use these bags instead of plastic ones. 
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